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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, PINT, ID 

SUBJECT: LEGAL STATUS OF IBNU SUTOWO 

REF: JAKARTA 9721 

1. THE CURRENT LEGAL STATUS OF FORMER PERT AMINA HEAD, IBNU 
SUTOWO IS UNCLEAR. ATTORNEY GENERAL SAID HAS BACKED OFF HIS 
EARLIER STATEMENT (REFTEL) CLEARING IBNU IN THE GOI INVESTIGATION 
INTO PERTAMINA TANKER CHARTER CONTRACTS. SAID NOW SAYS IBNU 

HAS BEEN CLEARED OF WRONGDOING ONLY WITH REGARD TO THOSE CHARTER 
CONTRACTS NEGOTIATED WITH BRUCE RAPPARPORT. THERE ARE STILL 
OTHER OUTSANDING CHARTER CONTRACTS BEING INVESTIGATED WHICH 
COULD INVOLVE IBNU. 

2. BASED ON CONVERSATIONS HERE, EMBASSY BELIEVES SENIOR 
OFEICIALS IN GOI WOULD LIKE TO CLEAR IBNU AND ORIGINAL STATE- 
MENT BY SAID WAS MEANT TO SIGNAL THIS INTENT. SUBSEQUENT, 

RETREAT IS PROBABLY DUE TO INTERNAL POLITICAL OPPOSITION TO 
THIS DECISION. OUR BEST GUESS IS THAT IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY 
IBNU WILL BE CRIMINALLY CHARGED OR BROUGHT TO TRIAL AS THE 
RESULT OF ANY GOI INVESTIGATIONS INTO PERTAMINA SCANDALS. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 JAKART 10017 25 1004Z 

HOWEVER, GOI REALIZES TIMING MAY NOT BE RIGHT TO PUBLICLY 
EXONERATE IBNU OF ALL LIABILITY, AND HIS LEGAL STATUS MAY 
REMAIN AMBIGUOUS FOR SOME TIME. 

GARDNER 
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